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Our Mission Statement

The mission of Good Shepherd Baptist Church is 
to be a supportive, open, growing Christian 

community that reaches out to all in a spirit of 
unconditional love.

Our Statement of Core Values

We value and support:

A variety of viewpoints, biblical 
interpretations, and Christian expression

The dignity of each individual as an 
unduplicated child of God

Following the way of Jesus and absolute love



HYMN #CH 599 Day by Day

Day by day, day by day,
O, dear Lord, three things I pray:
to see thee more clearly, love thee more dearly,
follow thee more nearly, day by day.

Day by day, day by day,
O, dear Lord, three things I pray:
To see thee more clearly, love thee more dearly,
follow thee more nearly, day by day,
by day, by day, by day.
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CALL TO WORSHIP—from Psalm 48

 LEADER: God is vast and deeply praised—in the city of our Upholder, upon the 
holy mountain.

 PEOPLE: The view from there is beautiful, bringing joy to all the earth.

 LEADER: The mountain of Zion, northern flank of Jerusalem, city of the 
Incomparable Power, God—its palaces are known as a refuge. 

 PEOPLE: City of our Deepest Hope, God of Strength, may you sustain it forever.

 LEADER: Walk around Zion, trace its circumference.  Count its towers, set your 
heart to comprehending its strength.  Walk between its citadels, so you can tell of 
it to the next generation.

 ALL: Because of this, the Holy One, our God, will continue forever, into the 
World to Come.  You will lead us even beyond death.

Adapted from 
The Complete Psalms, Pamela Greenberg



HYMN #CH709 “Glorious Things of Thee are Spoken” (v. 1, 3)

 Glorious things of thee are spoken, Zion, city of our God;
God, whose word cannot be broken, formed thee for a blest abode.
On the Rock of Ages founded, what can shake thy sure repose?
With salvation's walls surrounded, thou mayest smile at all thy foes.

 Round each habitation hovering, see the cloud and fire appear
for a glory and a covering, showing forth that God is near!
Thus deriving from our banner light by night and shade by day,
safe we feed upon the manna which God gives them when they pray.
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Receiving Of Our Offerings

Praise God from whom all blessings flow,
Whose constant love and grace we know.
Bless now, O God, these gifts we give
That others may in your peace live.  Amen.



HYMN #CH722 “This is My Song”

 This is my song, O God of all the nations, a song of peace for lands 
afar and mine. This is my home, the country where my heart is; here 
are my hopes, my dreams, my holy shrine; but other hearts in other 
lands are beating with hopes and dreams as true and high as mine.

 My country’s skies are bluer than the ocean, and sunlight beams on 
cloverleaf  and pine; but other lands have sunlight too, and clover, 
and skies are everywhere as blue as mine. O hear my song, thou God 
of all the nations, a song of peace for their land and for mine.

 This is my prayer, O Ruler of all nations: let thy reign come; on earth 
thy will be done.  In peace may all earth’s people draw together, and 
hearts united learn to live as one. O hear my prayer, thou God of all 
the nations, myself I give thee; let thy will be done. CCLI License 
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Scriptures & Sermon “Burning Bridges”
 Ezra 4:1-24

 When the adversaries of Judah and Benjamin heard that the returned exiles were building a temple to the Lord, the God of Israel, they 
approached Zerubbabel and the heads of families and said to them, “Let us build with you, for we worship your God as you do, and we 
have been sacrificing to him ever since the days of King Esar-haddon of Assyria who brought us here.” But Zerubbabel, Jeshua, and the 
rest of the heads of families in Israel said to them, “You shall have no part with us in building a house to our God; but we alone will build 
to the Lord, the God of Israel, as King Cyrus of Persia has commanded us.” Then the people of the land discouraged the people of Judah, 
and made them afraid to build, and they bribed officials to frustrate their plan throughout the reign of King Cyrus of Persia and until the 
reign of King Darius of Persia.

 In the reign of Ahasuerus, in his accession year, they wrote an accusation against the inhabitants of Judah and Jerusalem. And in the days 
of Artaxerxes, Bishlam and Mithredath and Tabeel and the rest of their associates wrote to King Artaxerxes of Persia; the letter was 
written in Aramaic and translated. Rehum the royal deputy and Shimshai the scribe wrote a letter against Jerusalem to King Artaxerxes 
as follows (then Rehum the royal deputy, Shimshai the scribe, and the rest of their associates, the judges, the envoys, the officials, the 
Persians, the people of Erech, the Babylonians, the people of Susa, that is, the Elamites, and the rest of the nations whom the great and 
noble Osnappar deported and settled in the cities of Samaria and in the rest of the province Beyond the River wrote—and now this is a 
copy of the letter that they sent): “To King Artaxerxes: Your servants, the people of the province Beyond the River, send greeting. And 
now may it be known to the king that the Jews who came up from you to us have gone to Jerusalem. They are rebuilding that rebellious 
and wicked city; they are finishing the walls and repairing the foundations. Now may it be known to the king that, if this city is rebuilt 
and the walls finished, they will not pay tribute, custom, or toll, and the royal revenue will be reduced. Now because we share the salt of 
the palace and it is not fitting for us to witness the king’s dishonor, therefore we send and inform the king, so that a search may be made 
in the annals of your ancestors. You will discover in the annals that this is a rebellious city, hurtful to kings and provinces, and that 
sedition was stirred up in it from long ago. On that account this city was laid waste. We make known to the king that, if this city is rebuilt 
and its walls finished, you will then have no possession in the province Beyond the River.”

 The king sent an answer: “To Rehum the royal deputy and Shimshai the scribe and the rest of their associates who live in Samaria and in 
the rest of the province Beyond the River, greeting. And now the letter that you sent to us has been read in translation before me. So I 
made a decree, and someone searched and discovered that this city has risen against kings from long ago, and that rebellion and 
sedition have been made in it. Jerusalem has had mighty kings who ruled over the whole province Beyond the River, to whom tribute, 
custom, and toll were paid. Therefore issue an order that these people be made to cease, and that this city not be rebuilt, until I make a 
decree. Moreover, take care not to be slack in this matter; why should damage grow to the hurt of the king?” Then when the copy of 
King Artaxerxes’ letter was read before Rehum and the scribe Shimshai and their associates, they hurried to the Jews in Jerusalem and by 
force and power made them cease. At that time the work on the house of God in Jerusalem stopped and was discontinued until the 
second year of the reign of King Darius of Persia.



HYMN #CH393 “One Bread, One Body” 

 One bread, one body, one Lord of all, one cup of blessing which we bless.
And we, though many, throughout the earth, we are one body in this one Lord.

 Gentile or Jew, servant or free, woman or man no more.
One bread, one body, one Lord of all, one cup of blessing which we bless.
And we, though many, throughout the earth, we are one body in this one Lord.

 Many the gifts, many the works, one in the Lord of all.
One bread, one body, one Lord of all, one cup of blessing which we bless.
And we, though many, throughout the earth, we are one body in this one Lord.

 Grain for the fields, scattered and grown, gathered to one for all.
One bread, one body, one Lord of all, one cup of blessing which we bless.
And we, though many, throughout the earth, we are one body in this one Lord.
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The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name.

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil:

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. 

Amen



Shalom Circle

Shalom, my friend; Shalom, my friend; 
Shalom, Shalom. We'll see you again; We'll 
see you again; Shalom, Shalom.
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