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This Sermon was preached @ Good Shepherd Baptist Church 

By Rev. Stephen Guantai 

June 14th,2020 

 

 

Text:  Romans 5: 1 -8 

Message: Walking In Peace And Hope In The Midst of Crisis 

 

While I was preparing this sermon, our nation while struggling with COVID -19, found itself 

thrown out of balance again by the brutal murder of an unarmed black man by the police. This is 

not a new event, but the video of this murder spread across the world like wildfire. This crime 

was followed by unjust and unkind behavior and remarks from elected officials in their attempt 

to silence those who are crying out for justice. A court prosecutor even called demonstrators 

"animals in the zoo.” (Fort Lauderdale paper of 6/4/2020). I mean, it scares me to know what led 

to George Floyd death. If you have forgotten, Mr. Floyd was suspected of using a counterfeit $20 

bill). 

 

I know I am talking to loving and kind brothers and sisters, who have been forced to bear the 

shame of the crime committed by a few police officers who did not seem to value the life of 

other people who are not like them. But what has happened has affected every one of us.  

 

Before I continue, let me say that I know very well that not all policemen and women are bad; 

many of them are good, kind and loving.  I believe for many being a police offer is not just a job, 

but a call to serve and protect lives. we should never forget that.  

 So, please when you pray do not for forget to pray for them. For they are not only part of our 

family members but also our friends.  

We must also pray for those who does evil and ask God to forgive them and show them the right 

way. 

 

We must also pray for the law makers to open their hearts and minds and be willing to change 

the laws that discriminate and oppresses people of color. 

Because there is too much pain and suffering, not only for the lost lives but also for the luck of 

justice. 

Thanks to the technology, because if it were not for it, perhaps Mr. Floyd murder could be like 

any other murders that have been committed by police in various part of the country which is 

followed by cover-ups by the system. If you read Luke Chapter 12, you will see Jesus himself 

speaking against of such cover-ups by saying “what is done in the dark will come to the light.” 

I am angry because what is coming to the light right now is the ugly face of America I love. The 

nation that is “worship” and looked up by other nations as role model. So, if you hear an angry 

tone in this sermon it is not directed towards you, but to the system in which we are all part of. 

And we are all in for the long haul.  
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Last Sunday, our pastor preached on walking in Spirit. And I felt that the theme, "Walking in 

Peace and Hope in the Time of Crisis" seems to fit the situation we are facing in this moment. 

When I chose this theme, I didn't know how difficult it will be to talk about peace and hope 

when our beloved nation is covered by darkness. 

 

 I mean, memories of painful cry of George Floyd, calling out his mom who dies two years ago 

on this same day are fresh our minds. Floyd was begging for his life. For eight and a half 

minutes, he cried out "I can't breathe," while the very police officers who are supposed to protect 

lives watched Mr. Floyd die in agonizing pain. The officer with his knee on Floyd’s neck, along 

with his coworkers, saw nothing wrong with this scene. His cry joined that of another black man, 

Mr. Eric Garner who pleaded with police officer who held him in a chokehold (in New York 

City) saying, "I can't breathe." His crime was selling loose cigarettes to passerby.  

 

Every time acts of police brutality like this occur, good people will cry out for justice. The 

problem is that this fight is like a rat race. Lily Tamlin reminds us that “the trouble with a rat 

race is that even if you win, you’re still a rat.” 

 

I may sound like I am repeating myself, but how can we walk in peace and hope when every way 

we turn, we are faced with danger and evil? When the road to peace, justice and freedom is 

blocked by the very people who are supposed to make it straight and clear? 

 

I believe that for us to walk in peace and hope, peace and hope must be defined by how we live, 

think, and treat others.  As children of a good God, we must be inspired by desire to do good not 

only to ourselves, but also to others. I believe if we do that, we will all be able to walk in Peace 

and hope.  

 

Therefore, as we all struggle with these defining moments of our time, the word of God is 

reminding us we are all beloved children of God. And that human life is sacred for it is a 

precious gift from God (Acts17:25). 

 

Unfortunately, has we have seen, the reality of institutionalized bigotry, discrimination and 

oppression has proved that we've a long way to go. 

Perhaps the question we must all ask ourselves is this: what is the cause of this kind of hatred? 

And what can we do to uproot this kind of seed and start plants seed of love and caring? 

There is Swahili wise saying that says, “mtoto umleavio ndivio”. 

 i.e the way you rear a child that how that child will grow. So, let start at with us, at homes, every 

parent, guardian, grandmother, and grandfather- we must all teach your children/ grandchildren 

the value of human life. That human life is sacred. And life must protect, especially lives of those 

who are not like you. 
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The Church also has a responsibility not only to loving every, but also to lovingly condemn any 

form of injustice against humanity. If we all do these things, we will be able to walk in peace and 

hope for tomorrow and we will have peace. 

 From our text in Roman 5:1-8, Paul speaks of four things: peace, hope, suffering and love. He 

reminds us that through faith in Jesus Christ have gained access to God’s grace in which we now 

stand. Paul here is speaking of peace which he explains to the Church in Philippi (Phil 4:7) as the 

peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, peace that will guard our hearts and our minds 

in Jesus Christ.  

 

This is the peace that will give us to hope. The Word of God reminds us  when we put our hope 

in God, we will not disappointed, Paul tells us “hope does not put us to shame, because God’s 

love has been poured out into our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who has been given to us" 

(Rom 5:5). 

 

So when Paul say that we rejoice in suffering, he does not mean that we be happy when we are 

or others are suffering, but we rejoice because we have God who gives us strength to keep on 

hoping for a better day. We rejoice because we have someone to turn to.  

I have always believed that when we are faced with difficulties and remember to prayer- prayer 

will get us through the hardest times in our lives, because it shifts our focus from the problem to 

the problem solver. 

 

We must also remember we are all sinners, and the Good News is, as Paul reminds us in Verse 6, 

That, “at the right time, when we were still powerless,  Christ died for ungodly. That God 

demonstrates His love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” This call us 

to repentance as, individuals and as a nation. 

 

As a black man who has had his share of injustice, I daresay that unless people repent the sins of 

systemic racism and change our ways and the ways people of color are being treated, we are all 

going to be held responsible for the evil that has been done and is being done to people of color 

in the name of “ justice”  -which I was once told that according to the system it does not mean 

justice for all but, it means “just us”.  

 Somehow, we might say we are innocent but remember the words of Holocaust survivor Elie 

Wiesel: "What hurts victims most is not the cruelty of the oppressor, but the silence of the 

bystander.”  

In such a case, God is saying in  through the words of prophet Isaiah, "When you spread out your 

hands in prayer, I will hide my eyes from you; even when you offer many prayers, I will not 

listen; your hands are full of blood!" (Isaiah 1:15). 
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So, if this is the case then what does the Lord require of us? Prophet Micah gives us an answer 

that by saying it’s by acting justly, and to loving mercy and to walking humbly with God.”  

May God help us to remember these thing as we walk in peace and hope during this challenging 

time. And may the Lord God who is our hope fill us with joy, peace, and strength through the 

power of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
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This sermon was preached at Good Shepherd Baptist Church ... This Sermon is a copyright 2020 by 

Rev. Stephen Guantai. If you would like use any part of this sermon, please contact Good Shepherd 

Baptist Church. 

 

 


