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“He said, “If I be lifted up, I’ll bring joy, joy, joy to your soul!’”  That has been a recurring 
theme for us during the Lenten season now closed.  I felt strongly moved this year to be sure that 
we remembered throughout what is often a very somber season in the Church that the end of 
Jesus’ suffering and our contemplation of it is actually incredible joy.  And now, the joy has 
bloomed fully, the flower from the bulb.  All around us, the green blades rise and Jesus is no 
longer lifted up by those who would do him harm but by God.  Jesus is lifted up from defeat, 
from shame, from degradation, and even from death!  Christ is risen!  Alleluia!  (He is risen, 
indeed!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!) 
 
And so, we, too, lift him up in praise and rightly so.  As our brother Paul reminded the Christians 
in Corinth and reminds us still, it is the dying and rising of Jesus “in which also (we) stand, 
through which also (we) are being saved…”  The good news of Easter is not simply that Jesus 
rose, not simply that evil men could not kill the best man this world has ever known, but that in 
Christ, we also rise, that God’s promise that evil cannot triumph over good is being fulfilled in 
our lives and in the lives of countless others now, just as it has been for nearly two thousand 
years and just as it will be for all the days that the sun rises and sets upon this good earth. 
 
Please note that I said God’s promise is being fulfilled, just as Paul wrote that we are being 
saved.  The work of Jesus is not done.  It does not require us to have Jesus’ own gift of seeing the 
hearts of people to know that.  All we need do is drive around Lynnwood or Edmonds or 
Mountlake Terrace or Everett or Shoreline or Seattle to know that there are still deep issues of 
poverty and homelessness and despair and addiction to be solved.  All we need do to know that 
God’s kingdom has not yet come in fullness is to read the morning newspaper or watch the 
evening news and hear of those same problems around our country and around the world as well 
as violence and war.  All we need do to know that the Beloved Community is not yet come to 
fruition is to hear the laments of our brothers and sisters of color who live in fear of the police or 
of the “ICE man,” the agents of immigration and border patrol.  All we need do to know that the 
struggle is ongoing is to look around us in this very room and see how many of those we love are 
still touched by disease which humanity has lacked the will to conquer, preferring instead to 
spend the resources of the world on new and better ways to kill each other. 
 
But we are being saved by the love of God and the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the 
fellowship of the Holy Spirit.  That message that Paul had for the Corinthians is still true today, 
“that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the scriptures, and that he was buried, and that 
he was raised on the third day in accordance with the scriptures…”  We have gathered here today 
in celebration of the reality of that message, the historical reality two thousand years ago and the 
ongoing reality in our lives today.  We have gathered here because we recognize, at least 
partially, that we, the gathering of people known as Good Shepherd Baptist Church, are the Body 
of Christ in this place, members of a body that stretches around the world and back into the past 
and into the future.  We are here this morning because we recognize a truth that I paraphrase 
slightly from Teresa of Avila, Christ has no body but ours.  “Christ has no body now but ours. 
No hands, no feet on earth but ours. Ours are the eyes through which he looks compassion on 
this world. Ours are the feet with which he walks to do good. Ours are the hands through which 
he blesses all the world. Ours are the hands, ours are the feet, ours are the eyes, we are his body. 
Christ has no body now on earth but ours.” 
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This reality of the Body of Christ is all any of us have ever known.  When we, like those Greeks 
from the Gospel reading two weeks ago, cry out, “Sir, we would see Jesus,” then we are directed 
to the Church and its living witness, the Church and its stories.  The Corinthians, at least, had the 
option of traveling to Judea or the places where those Paul names as eye-witnesses had travelled 
and getting the story of the Risen Christ from those who had been there.  Scholars estimate that 
Paul wrote this letter around AD 50, just about 20 years after the events of that remarkable week.  
Depending on what school of thought you follow about the writing of the Gospels, when and by 
whom, that makes this passage the New Testament’s earliest written witness to the resurrection 
story.  So there would certainly have been people from Paul’s list here who were still available to 
say, “Yes, I was there.  I saw him.  It happened like this.”  But really, the Corinthians were in the 
same situation in which we find ourselves.  They weren’t eye-witnesses.  They could hear the 
story and believe it or not.  As the Gospel According to John quotes Jesus saying to Thomas, 
“Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.”  Or as Paul wrote, “Now I would 
remind you, brothers and sisters, of the good news that I proclaimed to you, which you in turn 
received, in which also you stand, through which also you are being saved, if you hold firmly to 
the message that I proclaimed to you…  Whether then it was I or they, so we proclaim and so 
you have come to believe.” 
 
One of the reasons I chose to base my remarks this morning on this passage from I Corinthians 
rather than from one of the more familiar Gospel accounts is that this is likely the first account of 
the resurrection to be committed to writing which has survived for us.  It is likely that nothing 
else in our Scriptures refers to God’s mighty work so freshly done.  That’s a pretty good reason 
to examine this passage.  But there are a couple of other things about Paul’s recital of the facts as 
he’d received them that drew my attention this week and that I think are worthwhile for us to 
note.  Specifically, these points arise from Paul’s list of the witnesses to the resurrection. 
 
Listen again to the list: “…he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. Then he appeared to more 
than five hundred brothers and sisters at one time, most of whom are still alive, though some 
have died. Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles. Last of all, as to one untimely 
born, he appeared also to me.”  If you are familiar with the Gospel accounts, this list raises 
several questions.  First and foremost, where in the name of the several Marys are the women?  
Before we start a new round of the unfortunate rumor that Paul was anti-feminist, keep in mind 
that the Gospels had likely not been written yet and that Paul may simply have been unfamiliar 
with that part of the story.  Those who are listed are a little problematic, too.  Cephas?  Well, 
that’s the Aramaic for “Rock,” the word the Greek-speakers translated as “Petros” and which has 
come to us as “Peter.”  But the couple on the way to Emmaus is omitted while no other source 
mentions the five hundred.  And what’s the difference between “the twelve” and “all the 
apostles?”  That’s a bit of a conundrum. 
 
Although the details of each of these stories has something to tell us (and I’ll come back to that 
in a minute), the important point here is that the details don’t match.  No two people see the same 
event from the same perspective.  No two people will independently remember the same event in 
the same way.  The subtle differences in the way we see the world, even if we have the same 
education and social standing, even if we belong to the same church or even the same family, 
mean that we perceive truth in subtly different ways.  Something that will seem vital to me will 
seem unimportant to you.  This may be why, in the providence of God, that we have four 
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Gospels and not just one, two different creation stories in Genesis, and so on.  And it also 
reminds us that none of us can understand or relate the total truth of God.  If five writers, 
inspired by God to the point that two millennia of Christians have endorsed their words as canon, 
cannot keep straight who saw Jesus after his resurrection, then how can we claim to know the 
ways of God to the exclusion of anyone else’s claim?  Good Shepherd Baptist Church has 
humbly proclaimed for decades that “We welcome the open sharing of a variety of viewpoints 
(including Biblical interpretations) and Christian expression…”  Here’s a good indication from 
Scripture that we are on the right track. 
 
I realized anew this week that there is a beautiful link in the stories represented by the names in 
Paul’s list.  The link is forgiveness.  Consider the story of Peter.  The first of Jesus’ friends to 
proclaim him (at least privately) as the longed-for Messiah, Peter had sworn to be faithful to his 
Master.  And yet, just as Jesus predicted, when the chips were down, Peter not only fled like the 
rest of the apostles, he denied publicly that he had even known Jesus and accompanied that 
denial with an oath.  The Gospels record his shame.  But they also record his acceptance, along 
with the rest, by the Resurrected One.  John’s Gospel tells the beautiful story of Jesus’ breakfast 
with the apostles by the lakeshore, when he asked Peter three times if he loved him, once for 
each denial.  And when Peter answered each query in the affirmative, more and more distressed, 
Jesus gave him his new commission: “Feed my lambs; feed my sheep.”  Peter knew in that 
encounter the forgiveness of Jesus. 
 
The apostles fled; none of the five hundred were at the cross, unless three of them were the 
women listed in the Gospels, or John, or the centurion.  All of those needed forgiveness at least 
for being bad friends.  And then there’s James, Jesus’ little brother.  At least at one point, early in 
Jesus’ ministry, according to Mark, Jesus’ family thought he’d lost his mind and tried to bring 
him home for his own good.  Mark’s Gospel follows that story with one picked up by Matthew 
and Luke that Jesus ignored the presence of his family and said that his followers were his true 
mother and brothers.  Ouch.  But early in the Book of Acts, following the resurrection, there are 
Mary and Jesus’ brothers praying with the apostles in Jerusalem.  And later in Acts, we find 
James as one of the pillars of the church.  Our New Testament features a book in his name.  Was 
there a slow coming around to the idea that Jesus really was the Messiah?  Or did it take that 
resurrection appearance to James and the forgiveness of one brother to another to make that 
“pillar?” 
 
All of those named in Paul’s recitation to the Corinthians of Jesus’ resurrection appearances were 
those who were in one way or another in need of Jesus’ forgiveness.  They are, in this way, just 
like us.  For which of us, by word or deed, has at least intimated to the world that we’ve never 
heard of this man?  Which of us, from time to time, hasn’t abandoned the Jesus Way to go off on 
our own, do our own thing, or in the words of Bono, “to taste and to touch and to feel as much as 
a man can before he repents”?  Which of us hasn’t considered the teachings of Jesus in light of 
the “wisdom” of the world and thought “This is crazy?”  And yet, the Risen Christ forgave all of 
these.  He forgives us, too.  And the grace of God toward us is not in vain. 
 
The grace of God toward us is not in vain because, like Paul and like those others he named, now 
that we have received forgiveness, we are called by Christ to be willing members of God’s 
Beloved Community.  We are called to be members of the Body of Christ and representatives of 
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the Kingdom of God.  We are called to give our allegiance not ultimately to earthly causes or 
concerns or nations but to Jesus.  Hear the words of Brandon Ambrosino, whose Easter editorial 
for the Boston Globe has gained wide circulation on the internet this week: “What’s radical 
about Easter is not that Christians claim a dead man rose from the dead. What’s radical is what 
that means — specifically, what it meant for Rome, and, by implication, what it means for all 
kingdoms everywhere, including the ones we live in. Jesus’ resurrection marked the end of 
Caesar’s way of doing things. It established a new kingdom in which enemies are loved, the 
marginalized are given primacy of place, and the poor are blessed. In this kingdom, hierarchies 
are subverted, concentrated power is decentralized, and prodigal children are welcomed home. 
Black lives matter here, as do queer lives and the lives of undocumented aliens within our 
borders — “Remember the stranger in your midst” is a common refrain in this kingdom.” 
 
Those of us who attended the Interfaith Seder held here on Thursday night in conjunction with 
Living Interfaith Church and First Baptist of Mountlake Terrace were reminded again that the 
bread eaten at Passover by Jews for over three thousand years, the bread broken by Jesus on the 
night he was betrayed, the matzo which we will eat together in a few minutes, was known as the 
“bread of affliction” or “the bread of poverty.”  Jesus forever stands in solidarity with the 
afflicted and the poor, calling their bread his body.  He calls us to take that bread into ourselves, 
as well, to make it part of us, to stand alongside our Savior and those he stands alongside.  God’s 
forgiveness in us makes us not only God’s ambassadors to the powerful of the world but God’s 
chosen protectors of the poor and the afflicted. 
 
We were also reminded that the cup of Passover, the cup Jesus called the New Covenant in his 
blood, is the cup of blessing and praise and joy.  My sisters and my brothers, our calling in the 
New Covenant, in the Kingdom of God, in the Beloved Community is not an onerous one.  
Being forgiven, we are called to joy.  We are called to share God’s forgiveness with others so 
that they, too, may share in that joy.  Rightly do we say, “Christ is risen!  Alleluia!”  (He is risen, 
indeed!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!) 
 
We are forgiven.  We are blessed.  Jesus lives!  The time has come for rejoicing.  Let us stand 
and sing. 


