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For the congregation of Good Shepherd Baptist Church, a concern and proactive stance on 
ecology, the environment and Creation Care came long before I came along to be your pastor.  
There has been a long-standing commitment to recycling, including hosting a recycling station 
for neighbors in the days before curbside recycling was provided in Lynnwood.  Reusable coffee 
cups have been the norm at Good Shepherd since before Styrofoam became legal anathema in 
this part of the world.  Our Community Gardens, a living symbol of God’s call to humankind to 
till the earth and keep it, predate other such efforts in South Snohomish County by decades and 
may even be older than most of the more well-known P-Patches in Seattle.  The organic 
approach used in our gardens has also been applied to our grounds in general as many of you 
have put in long hours of hard work to keep our grounds beautiful, resisting the labor-saving but 
potentially dangerous in the long-term solution of herbicides. 
 
So, whenever I speak to the importance of Creation Care, as I do nearly every Spring on the 
Sunday closest to Earth Day, I am aware that I am very much “preaching to the choir.”  
Nevertheless, I persist and I’ve chosen today to address environmental issues as part of my 
Lenten look at places both in our individual lives and in our society as a whole where repentance, 
a “change of direction,” is needed.  One of the things we do together as a community in this hour 
on Sunday mornings is to remind ourselves and each other what it is that we have said is 
important in our lives.  Our songs, our litanies, my preaching are all designed to hold up the 
person of Christ Jesus, in whom we have said we place our ultimate trust, and in his teachings on 
the nature of God and the Beloved Community and on the Scriptures which inspired Jesus in his 
life and teachings.  Together, we have agreed on a central vision of how to follow Our Lord, the 
Crucified and Risen One, in bringing God’s will for Creation just a little bit closer to fruition and 
it is important, as we continue to negotiate all of our differences in this regard, to rehearse the 
core values that we share.  This is why I feel justified in occasionally preaching on things upon 
which I can count on your agreement. 
 
But I also feel called to preach on the subject of our fragile environment because frankly my 
sisters and my brothers, we’re going to have to do a better job.  The latest scientific studies show 
that our planet continues to be in deep trouble.  Despite a growing majority of Americans who 
agree that our environmental troubles are worsening and that that’s important to them, our 
political leaders continue to fiddle while the planet cooks.  Rather than investing in solutions, our 
moneyed classes are now looking for ways to make more money out of the coming disaster.  And 
in countries where the masses are without political clout, technocrats eager to push their nations 
into world prominence continue to follow energy policies that have plenty of short-term pay-off 
for them but threaten the whole world with ecological degradation.  We need to be aware of 
these issues, evaluate them from the standpoint of our calling from God, and decide what steps to 
take. 
 
But before we turn to science and politics, let us consider where we have staked our tents as a 
people.  Let us turn to the wisdom of God and God’s people preserved for us in the Scriptures.  
Today, we’ll start at the very beginning, a very good place to start, with the verses I read to you 
from the first and second chapters of Genesis. 
 
“In the beginning,” our Scriptures tell us, “God created the heavens and the earth.”  The writer of 
these words wanted to make sure that his or her audience, the children of Israel, understood that 
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the same God they prayed to and offered sacrifices to at the temple, the God of Abraham, Isaac 
and Jacob, the God of Moses who led their forebears out of bondage in Egypt, was the God who 
created everything they saw around them.  There was no council of gods responsible for various 
parts of creation, as some of their neighbors believed; there was no battle in the heavens leading 
to a victorious deity carving the Earth out of his defeated opponent's body, as they might have 
heard in Babylon.  God created the heavens and the earth.  Today, we may add that the Creator 
was the same God that Jesus called Father, to whom we also pray and from whom we look for 
our ultimate salvation.  Regardless of what means science may speculate God used to create and 
shape the cosmos, we still celebrate God as Creator of the universe, our planet and all life on it. 
 
As we read the creation story in Genesis, we find that at each step along the way, the creation of 
light, of dry land, of plant life, of the sun, moon and stars, of animals, God surveys God’s 
creation and finds it good.  In fact, after the creation of humankind, God looks over everything 
that God had made and sees that it is VERY good.  Mosquitoes, spiders and snakes, 
notwithstanding, who are we to gainsay the Creator of the Universe?  All of creation is made by 
God and is blessed by God.  As we strive to live in a way consonant with the grace of our 
Heavenly Father, surely we must learn to value what God called good.  In his book of essays, 
The Art of the Commonplace, Kentucky's great agrarian poet, Wendell Berry writes, “our 
destruction of nature is not just bad stewardship, or stupid economics, or a betrayal of family 
responsibility; it is the most horrid blasphemy. It is flinging God's gifts into His face, as if they 
were of no worth…” 
 
Creation is God’s good gift.  The Earth and the life upon it are also our extended family.  St. 
Francis was quite correct when he referred to animals and plants as Brother or Sister.  Not only 
do we have the same Creator, we are created out of the same stuff.  Genesis 1 tells us that God 
caused the Earth to bring forth plants and animals out of itself.  In Genesis 2, we read that God 
formed man from the dust of the ground.  We are all kindred and God says that is good. 
 
Genesis also reveals humankind’s very clear directive from God about our relationship to the 
Earth.  First, Genesis 1:28: “And God blessed them, and God said unto them, Be fruitful, and 
multiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue it: and have dominion over the fish of the sea, and 
over the fowl of the air, and over every living thing that moveth upon the earth.”  This charge is 
clarified by the description in Genesis 2:15: “And the LORD God took the man, and put him into 
the garden of Eden to dress it and to keep it.”  We must pause here and look hard at certain of 
these words.  We may cringe a little when we read that God commanded humans to subdue the 
Earth and to have dominion over its creatures.  But we must put these words into their proper 
context and perspective.  For tens of millennia, as the story in Genesis 3 puts it, humans have 
toiled to eat the fruit of the Earth, fighting against thorns and thistles to raise edible plants, eating 
our bread in the sweat of our faces.  “Subduing” the Earth simply meant wrestling with it to get it 
to produce enough food to keep us alive and this was every person’s job, not just that of a few 
agribusinesses.  Only very recently have we unleashed the power to corrupt and destroy the 
world and its fruitfulness.  Now we must turn our attention to replenishing the earth.  Likewise, 
we must consider that to have dominion over the earth’s creatures was considered to have its 
model in God’s ultimate dominion over all.  As God exercised loving rule over the whole world, 
so humankind, made in God’s image, was to exercise loving rule over that which God gave into 
our charge.  As God loves and cares for us, so are we to love and care for the creatures of the 
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earth.  Finally, we would do well to note that the word “keep” in Genesis 2:15 is the same as the 
word “keep” in Numbers 6:24: "The Lord bless you and keep you," the great Aaronic Blessing.  
The Hebrew word is shamar and means a caring, loving, sustaining keeping.  Our stewardship 
over the earth is to be a careful one. 
 
Those of us on the progressive end of the theological spectrum used to be able to claim this 
environmentally friendly interpretation of Scripture as our own province but, thanks be to God, 
this understanding of humankind's stewardship of the Earth is gaining more and more acceptance 
across the spectrum of Christian theological understanding.  The Rev. Ted Haggard, former 
president of the 30 million-member National Association of Evangelicals, famously said, “The 
environment is a values issue. There are significant and compelling theological reasons why it 
should be a banner issue for the Christian right.”  In 2004, the association's leaders adopted an 
"Evangelical Call to Civic Responsibility" that emphasized every Christian's duty to care for the 
planet and the role of government in safeguarding a sustainable environment. “We affirm that 
God-given dominion is a sacred responsibility to steward the earth and not a license to abuse the 
creation of which we are a part,” said the statement, which was distributed to 50,000 member 
churches. “Because clean air, pure water, and adequate resources are crucial to public health and 
civic order, government has an obligation to protect its citizens from the effects of environmental 
degradation.”  Signatories included highly visible, conservative evangelical leaders such as 
James Dobson of Focus on the Family and the late Chuck Colson of Prison Fellowship 
Ministries. 
 
The Earth not only belongs to the Lord, it also gives witness to the Lord.  In the creative work of 
God, we see God's glory.  The Catholic scholar, Thomas Berry, writes that when we destroy the 
life of the Good Earth, we also destroy crucial signposts to Divine presence. “If we have a 
wonderful sense of the divine, it is because we live amid such awesome magnificence. If we 
have refinement of emotion and sensitivity, it is because of the delicacy, the fragrance, and the 
indescribable beauty of soul and music and rhythmic movement in the world about us.”  
Commenting on Berry's work, Walter Wink adds, “Our very gusto for living, the joy that 
satisfies us and blesses our days, are largely a function of the sheer beauty and abundance of 
nature. We are already beginning to feel the loss as fewer songbirds greet us with the dawn. 
When we degrade the environment, we deprive ourselves of the most powerful and constant 
revelation of the Divine itself. When we diminish nature, we diminish the ecstasy and sheer 
happiness of dwelling on this solitary and incomparable earth. When we damage this intricate 
and vulnerable creation, we must reckon with a consequent loss in the thrill of being a creature.” 
 
With eloquent supporters like the two Berrys (no relation) and the late Walter Wink and with 
such widespread support among Christians of all theological stripes, you’d think that we’d have 
this Creation Care thing down by now, wouldn’t you?  Sadly, you’d be wrong.  In a study 
published in the journal “Science” this week and widely reported in the press, climatologists of 
Oregon State and Harvard Universities have found that “Global warming has propelled Earth's 
climate from one of its coldest decades since the last ice age to one of its hottest -- in just one 
century.”  This spike in temperatures in unprecedented in the last 11,300 years, giving the lie to 
the scoffing of global-warming naysayers that our current climate change is a naturally occurring 
cycle.  In fact, according to natural cycles created by the Earth’s wobbly and elliptical circuit, we 
should be in an era of global cooling now, headed towards a new Ice Age.  Instead, “By 2100, 
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the Earth will be warmer than ever before... If emissions continue as currently predicted until 
then, global temperatures will rise "well above anything we've ever seen in the last 11,000 
years"…  The main culprit,” according to the report, “is carbon dioxide, and its levels have 
jumped in the last 100 years... In the 11,000 years prior, it only changed "very slowly."” 
 
Also last week, the National Oceanographic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), released 
a report showing that “The amount of heat-trapping carbon dioxide in the air jumped 
dramatically in 2012, making it very unlikely that global warming can be limited to another 2 
degrees as many global leaders have hoped.”  The report states that the rise, the second-highest 
annual increase since 1959, reflects the improvement in the economy with more fossil fuels 
being burned, particularly in China which relies heavily on coal-fired power plants.  According 
to climatologists from Pennsylvania State University, “Scientists track carbon pollution both by 
monitoring what comes out of factories and what winds up in the atmosphere. Both are rising at 
rates faster than worst-case scenarios that climate scientists used in their most recent 
international projections.” 
 
We are not, as I mentioned, the only folks to be alarmed by all of this.  Also just released is a 
study by Yale University that shows that the number of Americans who are “alarmed” by global 
warming has risen from 10 to 16 percent in the past two years while the number of Americans 
who are “dismissive” of the issue has fallen from 16 to 8 percent.  70% of Americans now rate 
their attitude to global warming as “alarmed,” “concerned,” or “cautious,” while only 30% fall 
into categories of “disengaged,” “doubtful,” or “dismissive.”  Clearly, most of us are agreed 
we’ve got a problem. 
 
So how are our business leaders reacting to this issue?  Also published last week in 
Businessweek was an article rather off-handedly noting that the search for clean energy sources 
is out among the investment cognoscenti:  “Investing in climate change used to mean putting 
money into efforts to stop global warming. Morgan Stanley, Goldman Sachs, and other firms 
took stakes in wind farms and tidal-energy projects, and set up carbon-trading desks. The appeal 
of cleantech has dimmed as efforts to curb greenhouse gas emissions have faltered: Venture 
capital and private equity investments fell 34 percent last year, to $5.8 billion.”  Instead, the 
article continues, smart money is lining up to cash in on the planetary suffering that is now 
widely expected.  “The bottom line,” the article concludes: “The costs of adapting to climate 
change may reach $130 billion a year by 2030, creating opportunities for a host of investors.” 
 
And what about our political leaders?  Well, just a year after House Republicans voted to deny 
the existence of global warming, a Congressional hearing on climate change was cancelled last 
week due to an unusually heavy snow storm.  But a few are paying attention.  “Sen. Bernie 
Sanders, I-Vt. has partnered with Sen. Barbara Boxer, D-Calif., on a bill that would put a fee on 
carbon emissions as a tool to try to force changes in the energy marketplace and affect global 
warming trends.  Sanders said the fee would be levied on the largest emitters of carbon – “coal 
mines, the oil refineries, the natural gas processing plants, or at the point of importation as well – 
which would deal with about 85 percent of the greenhouse gas emissions.”  He said the funds 
would be used for weatherization, research and development for breakthroughs in energy and 
worker training to make sure that we had the people available to do the work that we need to 
transform our energy systems.” 
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And what about us?  What can we do?  Well, for starters, we can contact our congressional 
delegation and urge them to support Sen. Sanders’ bill.  And those who live in Edmonds can get 
behind the proposed ban on coal trains through that city; trains which are shipping coal to the 
dirty power plants of China which are pumping carbon into the atmosphere and causing long-
term climate issues as well as the horrifically dirty air that the news media chronicled in Beijing 
last summer. 
 
We can also take more homely steps, if we’ve not already done so.  A current website features 
the following list of “Top 10 Things You Can Do to Reduce Global Warming”: 

1. Reduce, Reuse, Recycle 
2. Use Less Heat and Air Conditioning 
3. Switch to Compact Fluorescent Bulbs 
4. Drive Less and Drive Smart 
5. Buy Energy-Efficient Products 
6. Use Less Water 
7. Use the “Off” Switch 
8. Plant a Tree 
9. Get a Report Card from your Utility Company 
10.  Encourage Others to Conserve 

Again, I know I’m preaching to the choir but it’s good to review these simple steps. 
 
I also have here a manual from Earth Ministry, Seattle’s own ecumenical environmental 
education and action agency, which details how congregations can go about ensuring that they 
are as “green” as possible.  Although it’s now eleven years old, it’s still quite relevant.  I wonder 
if someone here this morning would volunteer to head a new taskforce on implementing the 
appropriate ideas in this manual?  At the very least, an inventory of what we are already doing 
could inspire us to stand as an example for other congregations in our area. 
 
Our Loving Creator made all things, pronounced them very good, and then, as both Genesis and 
our Psalm this morning remind us, put them into our hands, giving us dominion over them.  For 
this, we raise our voices in praise: “O LORD, our Lord, how excellent is your name in all the 
earth!”  But it may be that all the earth is not praising God for our stewardship this morning.  The 
passenger pigeons and the dodos and countless other species certainly are not.  We’ve seen to 
that.  We have been so bent on subduing the earth that we have neglected to replenish it.  Our 
concept of dominion has been so heavy-handed and broken that we have failed in dressing the 
earth and keeping it, though God, in God’s mercy, continues to keep us, to bless us and to shine 
upon us.  As we continue in our Lenten reflections, my brothers and sisters, we must reflect on 
how we have treated this good Earth, we must turn from our ways of wanton destruction and 
lovingly lead others to do the same.  And God will continue to bless us and keep us and forgive 
us.  Thanks be to God! 
 


