
Yes! 
 

M. Christopher Boyer 2/19/2012 1 
 

As you all know, I’m a great fan of approaching the Scriptures by first trying to understand what 
they would have meant to the people who first heard or read them and then looking at how we 
can understand them in our own time.  This morning, I’m sorely tempted to leave out the first 
part of that equation.  For one thing, I think the meaning here is pretty easily interpreted for our 
time without the exercise of examining the situation between Paul and the Corinthians at the 
writing of this passage.  For another, I don’t find Paul’s situation particularly helpful to my 
understanding of what he’s saying.  Kind of funny, maybe, but not terribly helpful. 
 
You see, if you read the verses that precede and follow our passage for this morning, you quickly 
find that Paul is trying to talk himself out of trouble.  It seems that he written to the Corinthians 
saying he planned to come to visit them and then never shown up.  His explanation makes it 
sound like he probably had pretty good reasons for not making it but it also sounds just a little 
exaggerated, sort of like John Belushi’s character of “Joliet Jake” in “The Blues Brothers” 
explaining to his gun-toting, revenge-minded ex-fiancée why he didn’t show up for their 
wedding.  Do you know the scene?  Well, just in case you don’t…  (Show 1st video). 
 
Like Jake, Paul is swearing to God that it wasn’t his fault.  “As surely as God is faithful, our 
word to you has not been “Yes and No,”” he writes.  Of course, I am a little more inclined to take 
Paul seriously when he cites the witness of God than when Jake does so.  And, like Paul and 
presumably all of us here, I do believe that God is faithful, dependable in a way that even Paul 
could not be. 
 
No human being, after all, can be absolutely dependable.  Some, it is true, are better at it than 
others.  Again, I would imagine that everyone here has had an experience of counting on 
someone to do something that they’ve said they’d do only to be disappointed.  Sometimes it is 
because that person is duplicitous, like Joliet Jake.  Sometimes, people make promises with the 
best of intentions, only to find, like Paul, that they can’t follow through.  Sometimes, there really 
are earthquakes, terrible floods, even locusts.  Sometimes cars run out of gas.  But we can always 
count on God’s promises.  That’s why we can lift our voices and sing with conviction songs like 
“Blessed Assurance” and “Standing on the Promises.”  Trusting in God and acting in that trust is 
what forms the basis of our Christian life.  It is our faith.  We don’t sing, “Blessed ‘I hope so,’ 
Jesus might be mine,” or “Guessing on the promises of Christ my king.”  We are convinced that 
God will do as has been revealed in the inspired words of men and women across the centuries 
and recorded in the library of sacred books we call the Bible. 
 
Now that truth of God’s dependability for us is an important one and I could stop right here or go 
on in that vein for a while.  But I think this passage has something else to say to us as well.  I’ve 
been pulled so strongly this week to Paul’s statement that in Jesus Christ, “it is always “Yes.””  
“Yes” is such an important word, isn’t it?  How we long to hear that word sometimes.  Rev. 
Edward F. Markquart, the pastor of Grace Lutheran Church in Seattle, has remembered in a 
sermon some of the biggest “Yesses” he heard in his life and I’m sure they resonate with many 
of us.  He remembers, for example, the time as a sixteen-year old that he asked a girl to the prom.  
She said, “Yes.”  I remember doing that.  I also remember being asked by a girl if I would take 
her to her prom.  And just a few years later, I asked that same girl to marry me.  Those were 
some pretty big “Yesses” in our lives.  Sometimes, we check in with each other: “Do you love 
me?”  “Yes, I still do.”  Those little commonplace “yesses” are pretty big sometimes, too. 
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Our God has said “Yes” to us in many different ways and God continues to say “Yes,” just as 
Paul wrote to the Corinthians.  God said “Yes” for the first time in the act of Creation.  One of 
the writers of the Book of Genesis looked at the beauty of Creation and heard the “Yes” of God.  
In that version of the story of creation, each day God concludes the work of the day by seeing 
that all is good and finally, on the sixth day, that everything is very good, the ultimate 
affirmation.  My friend and former pastor, H. Stephen Shoemaker, has written a commentary on 
2nd Corinthians and in his remarks on this chapter points to some great poetry that reflects the 
truth of God’s affirmation in creation, particularly that of e.e. cummings: 
 
“i thank You God for most this amazing 
day:for the leaping greenly spirits of trees 
and a blue true dream of sky;and for everything 
which is natural which is infinite which is yes 
(i who have died am alive again today, 
and this is the sun's birthday;this is the birth 
day of life and love and wings:and of the gay 
great happening illimitably earth) 
how should tasting touching hearing seeing 
breathing any-lifted from the no 
of all nothing-human merely being 
doubt unimaginable You? 
(now the ears of my ears awake and 
now the eyes of my eyes are opened)” 
 
If our ears are truly awake and our eyes truly open, how can we possibly miss the “yes” that God 
has left for us in the beauty of creation?  And let us not forget that the “yes” of creation, the very 
good creation, includes us, too. 
 
But, as Steve Shoemaker remarks, “Creation alone cannot reveal God’s yes.”  As Paul wrote to 
the Corinthians, it is in the Son of God, Jesus Christ, that we find the “always Yes.”  As we have 
often studied together, in the Gospel according to Luke, Jesus tells his neighbors in Nazareth just 
why God has sent him: “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring 
good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight 
to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”  With Jesus 
comes a reiteration of God’s good news, of release, of recovery, of freedom, of favor.  In the 
Gospel according to John, Jesus tells Nicodemus, “Indeed, God did not send the Son into the 
world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him.”  Writing 
to the Romans, Paul says, “God proves his love for us in that while we still were sinners Christ 
died for us…  There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.”  We 
can ask, over and over again, “God, do you still love us?” and always, always, always, the 
answer will be “Yes.” 
 
God affirms us as God’s beloved children, the ones who can never be separated from God’s love 
in Christ Jesus our Lord – not by “death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor 
things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation.”  Of course, 
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we cannot fall to the temptation, as I’m sure Rev. Barry Keating reminded you, that we can put 
God to the test.  To some things, for our own good, God must say “no.”  As I was thinking of this 
passage this week, I also remembered an old commercial that I think illustrates this well.  Please 
note that I am NOT equating the advertiser with God’s good will for our lives.  In fact, quite the 
opposite.  But that’s a sermon for another time…  (Show 2nd Video). 
 
As Steve Shoemaker says, “To be sure there are noes that need to be spoken and heard in the 
nurturing and training of the children of God.  But these noes are not the last word, the last word 
is always yes.  The no is always spoken within the deeper yes.”  We can always trust God, who 
loves us so, to say “yes” to the things that are good for us.  Jesus said, “Is there anyone among 
you who, if your child asks for bread, will give a stone? Or if the child asks for a fish, will give a 
snake? If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more 
will your Father in heaven give good things to those who ask him!”  Even the human dad in the 
commercial said “yes” to his son’s request for food.  McDonalds may not be very good for you 
as a steady diet but occasionally it’s probably safer than parachuting out your bedroom window. 
 
Paul concludes his reminder about God’s “yes” in our lives with three quick images that we may 
miss if we are not listening carefully.  Paul says that God “has anointed us, by putting his seal on 
us and giving us his Spirit in our hearts as a first installment.”  So, first of all, God has anointed 
us.  The significance of this word is highlighted if we remember that the Greek word Paul uses 
here is χριω, which comes from the same root as Χριστοσ, Christ, the Anointed One.  Paul 
often says that we who believe are “in Christ,” but here he literally says that we have been 
“Christed.”  If we have been “Christed,” or anointed, what does that mean?  In those times, kings 
were anointed and it is certainly true that we are joint-heirs to the Kingdom of God with Christ 
Jesus.  The sick were also anointed with oil as part of their healing and, truly, all of us have been, 
are and very likely will be in need of healing for body and soul.  The well-to-do of the Roman 
world were often anointed after bathing, to keep them smelling and looking good.  You could say 
that we are a “pleasing fragrance to God,” much as the sacrifices of the Hebrews were, for we 
offer God our very selves in following the Crucified One.  But the richest meaning of this 
“Christing” is for me related to the passage in Luke which I referenced earlier.  Do you 
remember what Jesus told the synagogue in Nazareth?  “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
because he has anointed me to bring good news to the poor.”  If the Lord has also anointed us, 
surely it is to pick up the mantle and the mission of Jesus – “to bring good news to the poor… to 
proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, to 
proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” 
 
Paul also says that God has put God’s seal on us.  Again, there are a couple of levels of meaning 
here.  To place one’s seal on something was to claim it, to say beyond doubt, “this is mine.”  I 
recently purchased a custom-designed embosser, which puts a sort of seal onto paper or foil.  I 
bought it because, well, not to put too fine a point on it, books that I lend don’t always make it 
back to me.  I’m in the process of putting my seal on the title page and another page of all my 
books.  It may not guarantee the return of the books I lend but those who borrow them will never 
again have any doubt as to where the book came from.  So, Paul is saying, God claims us as 
God’s own.  God says, “Yes, you are mine.”  But seals were also used to confer authority upon 
documents.  The Australian theologian William Loader points out that “sealing” is “a legal term, 
which enhanced the certainty of a document or someone authorised to act on another's behalf.”  
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By putting God’s seal on us, God says, “Yes, this one has my authority to act.”  We are the 
authorized agents of God, sent by God to carry the good news of God’s love and to offer 
forgiveness to all in God’s name.  We are, all of us, God’s official representatives; every one of 
us, as our bulletin reminds us weekly, ministers to one another of the Good News of Jesus Christ. 
 
Paul also says that God has given us the Holy Spirit in our hearts as a first installment.  The 
Greek here, as Charlie Scalise accurately reported to me last night during a hallway conversation 
before the movie, is αρραβων, which often means “down payment.”  The indwelling Spirit, in 
other words, is God’s pledge toward a reality that is yet to come.  William Loader writes, “The 
life of the Spirit is to create in us and our world the patterns and realities which we look forward 
to as the goal of all creation.”  One classic Greek reference also points out that αρραβων can 
mean “foretaste,” which leads us back to the “Blessed Assurance” we sang earlier.  In God’s gift 
of the Spirit to us, we find God’s faithful promise for the future, an encouraging glimpse of that 
future and also the power we need to participate in building that future.  This is a powerful “yes,” 
indeed. 
 
Finally, I want to consider a “yes” that comes in the middle of this brief passage which I skipped 
over.  After affirming that it is through Jesus that God’s “yes” to us is most fully embodied, Paul 
writes, “For this reason it is through him that we say the “Amen,” to the glory of God.”  Now, 
what does this mean?  Most of the time we say, “Amen,” we say it as a rote end to an act of 
prayer.  It has almost become a word without meaning, sort of a liturgical tic.  We tend to forget 
that this powerful Hebrew word, which moved as a transliteration into Greek, then Latin, then 
into English and many other modern languages, actually had and has an important meaning.  
That meaning is “yes.”  The original Hebrew is closely related to the words for “believe” and 
“faithful.”  Over time, it came to mean “sure” or “truly,” an expression of absolute trust and 
confidence.  What Paul is saying here is that because of Jesus, we are able to give our complete 
assent to the glory of God.  Through Jesus, we can let God into our lives fully.  We can say “yes” 
back to God’s “yes” to us.  “God, do you love me?”  “Yes.”  “And I love you, too.” 
 
Is it any wonder that preachers love to hear their congregations say “Amen” when they talk about 
the great things God has done?  When congregations that are so inclined do this for their 
preachers, it is a strong affirmation that they are in agreement.  Not that I’m fishing or anything.  
When we say “Amen” after somebody else prays, we are saying “Yes, God, that is my prayer, 
too.”  When we say “Amen” after someone sings or plays an instrument in church, we are 
saying, “Yes, I recognize that your performance was an offering of yourself to God and I am 
offering myself to God as well.”  Amen is the strongest yes we can ever say and it is no accident 
that it has become linked nearly exclusively to our response to God. 
 
God has said “Yes” to us in so many important ways.  To God’s “Yes,” we reply, “Amen.”  Of 
course, not everyone uses that old Hebrew word.  Some simply say “yes.”  Dag Hammarskjold, 
the Secretary General of the United Nations from 1954-1961, wrote the following shortly before 
his death in a plane crash: “I don’t know who or what put the question. I don’t know when or 
where it was put. But somewhere and sometime, I said Yes to Someone, and ever since, my life 
in self surrender, had a goal.”  We who gather here as Good Shepherd Baptist Church on the 
Lord’s Day believe we know who put the question.  We have, you might say, an assurance about 
it.  And so we, too, move forward in lives of self-surrender, with a goal in mind – a goal of the 
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fulfillment of Creation, a goal of liberation and healing and good news.  God has indeed said 
“Yes” to us, through Christ Jesus.  And through that same Jesus, the Son of God, the Anointed 
One, we offer our “yes” back to God.  And all God’s people said, “Amen.” 
 


